Armenian Concerns and California’s 2011 Redistricting
Prepared by the Armenian National Committee of America- Western Region

This narrative is intended to convey to California’s new Citizens Redistricting Commission the role Armenians have played in California and their underrepresentation in government despite their current significant population in the state.  The outlines of “Armenian” and “Armenian influenced” districts are submitted for the CRC’s review, consideration, and implementation.
History

Armenian settlement in California commenced in the mid-19th century and was then largely agriculture based.  Those early farmers helped form the basis of today’s California agribusiness, with many families still farming and others moving into packing.

With the intensification of persecution and massacres of Armenians by Turkish authorities in the late-19th and early-20th centuries, emigration from their occupied historic homeland by Armenians grew.  In keeping with the economics of the times, many of these immigrants entered the industrial workforce, expanding the areas where Armenians took up residence to California’s urban areas as well.  Later, Armenians made and continue to make contributions in the scientific, medical, legal, technological, and business sectors.
The Genocide of 1915 changed much, and large numbers of Armenians settled all over the world, including California—in the Central Valley and the Los Angeles and San FFrancisco areas.  Subsequently, secondary waves of Armenian immigration arrived in the U.S. with an ever increasing portion settling in California, and primarily in the LA basin. The arrivals came from post-WWII camps in Germany in the 1940s (known in the community as the DP’s- displaced persons), Eastern Europe 1950s, Iraq and Syria in the 1960s, Lebanon and Iran in the 1970s, and Soviet Armenia (later independent) starting in the 1980s.
This detail is provided because a question was raised at the Lancaster CRC public hearing about how integral all these Armenian sub-communities are.  As might already be evident from the above chronology, almost all of them are products of the dispersion caused by the Genocide, even those coming from Armenia, the majority of whom are people and their families who had repatriated from various parts of the worldwide Armenian Diaspora. There are virtually no Armenians whose families are untouched by the Genocide, a powerful unifying force.

In addition to the Genocide, culture, language (the Armenian language’s two dialects are mutually understandable, more so than a Maine woodsman’s speech might be to a Louisiana bayou fisherman) traditions, institutions (schools, community and youth centers, churches, organizations, etc.), and even the last name ending of “ian/yan” are all shared.
Population

Numbers of Armenians in California are difficult to pin down.  And the Census is of no help.  While the 2010 numbers are not available as of this writing, the 2000 Census is estimated to undercount Armenians by a factor of three or four. Current estimates range for California range from 500,000 (a very conservative figure) to 1,000,000.
Geographic Concentrations

As noted above, the largest current concentration of Armenians is in the LA area.  Orange County, the Central Valley (primarily Fresno and environs with a newer community blossoming in Sacramento), and San Francisco Bay Area also host significant numbers, with a smaller community in the San Diego area.
Proposed Districts

In the discussion below, proposed district maps are referenced which are being submitted separately and also electronically.  The equivalency files underlying those maps are being sent as well.  The boundaries of the districts are unavoidably rough since the system used allowed geographic selection down to the level of Census blocks, no smaller, therefore adjustments will be necessary as more refined borders are drawn by the CRC.  The district populations are not perfect.  Our intent is to convey that broad areas that should be included in the districts discussed.  Also, for ease of reference, for Assembly districts, we have started with the existing ones and modified them to   encompass the Armenian community’s needs for representation.  For congressional districts, to avoid any confusion, we have simply used letters.

Los Angeles County

Assembly Districts

The largest concentration of Armenians is to be found in the eastern San Fernando Valley/Glendale/Crescenta Valley area.  Hence, this area forms the core of any fair attempt to provide good representation to a historically underrepresented group.  We propose two Assembly districts (see the maps AD 43 and AD39) to include this key area for the Armenian community.
43rd (see map and equivalency files named “AD 43”)

Our proposed 43rd should include Glendale, Burbank, much of the Crescenta Valley, and East Hollywood.  Besides the overall transportation, environmental, recreational, business, airport, cultural, and even historic (much of this district was part of the Verdugo land grant under Spanish rule), a large profusion of Armenian institutions ties this area together. These include six large schools, eight major churches, nine community/youth/senior centers, and ten organizations.  In addition, the Saturday schools and after-school programs serve Armenian students attending public schools.  There are numerous smaller, specialized, organizations serving various needs within the Armenian community, from substance abuse to engineers and scientists.
Add to this community infrastructure art galleries showcasing Armenian artists, stores and restaurants specializing in traditional cuisine and foodstuffs, small businessmen and professionals who work, live, and play in different parts of this district, and finally “Little Armenia” designated in Hollywood where countless Armenians initially settled upon arriving in California (and they continue to do so) before moving on to others parts of this district.  These ties to Hollywood render it a focal point of community life, not least because it still houses many institutions that people regularly go to for social, religious, educational (especially Armenian high schools which exist only in Hollywood in this proposed district), and recreational purposes, even though they now may live in Burbank, the Crescenta Valley, Glendale, Montrose, etc.
This district is such a key area for the Armenian community of California that it also hosts the western USA regional offices of two Armenian Apostolic Church hierarchies (Burbank and La Crescenta), the consulate of the Republic of Armenia, and almost all the Armenian organizations (Glendale) that have a worldwide presence.

Armenian immigration to this area began in the late 1970s and exploded in the following two decades with ongoing new arrivals and others moving from all parts of the country to be close to family.

39th (see map and equivalency files named “AD39”)

Our proposed 39th should include North Hollywood, Van Nuys, Studio City, Sherman Oaks, etc.— more broadly defined- west of Burbank, north of the Hollywood Hills (Mulholland Drive), east of I-405, and with a northerly border such as to include the correct number of residents for an assembly district.
This area is home to many Armenians, both new arrivals and those moving from their original stops in Hollywood or Glendale and now purchasing homes instead of renting.  It may be witnessing the largest growth in Armenian population, currently.  For this reason, it does not yet host the large number of Armenian institutions as the proposed 43rd AD, where many members of the Armenian community still go for their community, social, religious, recreational, business, educational, and even healthcare needs (they still frequent the doctors, clinics, and hospitals {e.g. Hollywood Kaiser and Presbyterian} with familiar faces). [Please note, this aspect is important in the state senate district discussed below.]  Despite this, the proposed district already has four major institutions serving the community, plus various organizations, and flourishing small businesses catering to its needs.
44th (see map and equivalency files named “AD 44”)

Our proposed 44th should include the cities abutting the Angeles National Forest because of that shared interest, among others.  The Armenian community is concentrated in the western part of this district, primarily Pasadena.  In addition, another Middle Easter Community, the Arabs, has a sizeable presence in the eastern part of this proposed district.  Common cultural (especially food) ties between Armenians and Arabs rise in large part from the years many Armenians spent in Arab countries after being expelled from their homeland.
This is one of the older areas of Armenian habitation in Los Angeles County.  Consequently, it hosts many more churches and community/youth/senior centers than its numbers might suggest, exceeding two dozen.  Thus, keeping this area in an assembly district is important not just for itself, but for incorporation into a congressional district that is properly inclusive of Armenians. (Please see the congressional districts discussion below).
40th (see map and equivalency files named “AD 40”)

Our proposed 40th should include areas west of I-405 and with roughly the same northern and southern borders as the 39th AD, with a western boundary such that the proper number of residents for an Assembly district are included.
The Armenian community in this proposed assembly district is well established, though not as numerous as its neighbors to the east.  However it hosts two large Armenian church congregations, three Armenian schools (one of them the first one established in the United States), and numerous organizations serving its social, athletic, political, cultural, religious, and philanthropic needs.
Tri-city (see map and equivalency files named “MNT-PICO-WHT”)
There are three cities, Montebello, Pico Rivera, and Whittier, that from an Armenian perspective, must be kept together in an assembly district regardless of wherever the boundaries of the AD in that area are ultimately drawn.
The roots of this community lie in East Los Angeles.  It was primarily composed of the “DPs” mentioned in the history section above.  Gradually, as those new immigrants improved their lot, most migrated east to these three cities. They established a church, a school, a large community center, and even the preminent Armenian Genocide martyrs’ monument in all of California.  The original community has been supplemented by recent arrivals and now constitutes a tightly knit, energetic Armenian community, hence, the importance of keeping these cities together in an assembly district.
State Senate & Congressional Districts
The only state senate district about which we specifically comment is one that should be constituted by the combination of ADs 39 and 43, as they are described above. (no map or equivalency file are provided for this since it is very straightforward). The reasons for this are  evident in the rationales presented for the assembly districts, and will not be repeated here.
CD-A (see map and equivalency files named “CD A”)

This congressional district should start with the proposed 43rd AD as its basis, then be expanded eastward to include much of the proposed 44th AD in order to integrate the latter’s Armenian population with those of the former in one congressional district.  All the reasons for this are presented in the discussions of the assembly districts.  While it might have been better to have parts of the 39th included rather than the 44th, in the interest of respecting city boundaries as much as possible, that option is not being proposed.
CD-B (see map and equivalency files named “CD B”)

This congressional district should start with the proposed 39th AD as its basis, then be expanded eastward to include much of the proposed 40th AD in order to integrate the latter’s Armenian population with those of the former in one congressional district.  All the reasons for this are presented in the discussions of the assembly districts.
Orange County
Assembly Districts
70th (see map and equivalency files named “AD 70”)
The Armenian community in Orange County is relatively young and still growing.  It is not huge, as in the parts of Los Angeles County discussed above.  However, there are identifiable concentrations (Newport beach, Laguna Beach, Aliso Viejo, Irvine, Mission Viejo, Laguna Hills, and environs) ,and these have been included in the map provided for this proposed assembly district.  The more established, though smaller, part of the community is located in the three cities discussed below, which also host the community’s institutions.
Tri-city (see map and  equivalency files named “HNT-FNT-CSTA”)
There are three cities, Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley, and Costa Mesa, that from an Armenian perspective must be kept together in an assembly district regardless of wherever the boundaries of the AD in that area are ultimately drawn.  These cities host the older Armenian settlements in Orange County.
State Senate & Congressional Districts
To fairly aggregate the Armenian population of Orange County, any congressional and state senatorial district in this should start with the proposed 70th AD as its basis, include the three cities noted above, then be expanded to meet the statutory population requirements.
Central Valley & San Francisco Bay Area
Due time constraints imposed by the timing of the Census data’s availability and 
Armenian Genocide commemorations (on and around April 24, usually consuming a month of intense activity), proper analysis for these area could not be prepared and will be submitted after the deadline, perhaps after the first set of maps are release by the CRC on June 10.

Conclusion 
This is the first time a significant effort has been made by the Armenian community to secure electoral districts that properly house it.  We look forward to good results through the newly established CRC.
We also realize that Armenians and our communities’ needs may not be too familiar to CRC members and staff, due to the relatively recent rise to numerical significance in California of this group.

Therefore we invite you to please feel free to contact the ANCA-WR office at 818/500-1918.  The staff contact is Haig Hovsepian (haig.hovsepian@ancawr.org).  Garen Yegparian (yeghpairiank@earthlink.net) is the volunteer point person for this project and can be reached at 213/978-2621 during working hours.

